
When New Mexico’s congressional maps were redrawn

following the 2020 Census, instead of two solidly

Democratic districts and one Republican one, the state

was left with two reasonably competitive districts along

with one Democratic one. This means that the GOP

incumbent in the 2nd District, Yvette Herrell, might

struggle to retain her seat, which she lost in 2018 before

regaining it in 2020. In a true swing district, Gabe

Vasquez, the Democratic candidate, is well worth

supporting. We view giving to his campaign as a high

priority.

Below, we explore three key questions that small and

medium donors should answer before supporting
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candidates. (See how we evaluate candidates.) 

Is this race important?

Democrats have little chance of holding onto the House. Still, every seat won in 2022 will make

retaking the House in 2024 easier. And who knows? Maybe they’ll luck out. If they do retain the

House, it’ll be thanks to candidates like Vasquez, a first-generation immigrant and entrepreneur. 

Can Vasquez win? 

Herrell is obviously a tough opponent, but the fact that she lost in 2018 in a more Republican

district should demonstrate that she’s definitely beatable. Cook Political Report rates this race a

“toss-up,” and the only public poll from this district shows it as a dead heat. Voters within the new

district lines went for Biden +5.7 in the 2020 election. 

Does he need money?

Herrel’s status as an incumbent has no doubt helped her to a fundraising lead as of the last

campaign finance reports, which report through July. She had raised $2.6 million to Vasquez’s $1.1

million, and though Democratic super PACs are spending in the 2nd, they’re being outspent by a 
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2 to 1 margin. Vasquez needs the money to stay competitive, and Blue Tent rates him as a high

priority for donors.
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