
Twenty-year-old Maurice Imhoff is the kind of young

person whose future looks limitless. While still a high

schooler, he became interested in the history of Jackson

County, Michigan, and founded the Jackson County

Michigan Historical Society while also participating in

Civil War reenactments. He was honored at the State

Capitol before he turned 20 for his efforts to preserve the

history and battle flag of a Civil War regiment. It’s to his

credit that he’s devoted his energies to local politics,

serving as a member of a pair of local commissions and

calling for improvements to drinking water

infrastructure. Now, he’s running for a state House of 
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Representatives seat in an enormously consequential election. Blue Tent rates his candidacy as a

high priority for donors. 

Below, we explore three key questions about Imhoff’s candidacy that small and medium donors

should answer before supporting campaigns. (See how we evaluate candidates.) 

Is this election important?

Though Democrats have a solid track record of winning statewide in Michigan, the state legislature

remains under Republican control, and there are concerns that the state GOP could try to invalidate

the 2024 election in the event that President Joe Biden wins the state. That makes it imperative for

Democrats to keep control of the governorship and win the state House and Senate—and of course,

if they can get a governing trifecta here, they’ll also be able to enact policies that improve the lives

of their constituents. The recent redistricting resulted in maps slightly more favorable to

Democrats, and the 46th House District, where Imhoff is running, leans Democratic. It’s a district

Democrats absolutely need to pick up.

Can Imhoff win? 

With the Democratic lean in the area and Imhoff’s record of community service, he should have a

good chance to win, especially as his opponent, former broadcaster Kathy Schmaltz, is also a first-

time candidate. But it’s far from a guarantee. 

https://jtv.tv/rep-alexander-honors-maurice-imhoff-for-historical-preservation-efforts/
https://mainstsentinel.com/hd-46_imhoff_clean-water/
https://www.bluetent.us/
https://bluetent.us/candidate-recommendation-methodology
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/us-election-risk-index/about/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/us-election-risk-index/about/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2021/12/28/michigan-redistricting-commission-adopts-new-state-senate-map/9030129002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2021/12/28/michigan-redistricting-commission-adopts-new-state-senate-map/9030129002/


Does he need money? 

The bad news is that while Imhoff is a great candidate on paper (except for maybe his youth and

relative inexperience), he’s lagged behind Schmaltz in terms of fundraising. According to the latest

campaign finance reports, he’s brought in just under $20,000 compared to his opponent’s $38,000.

It’s not terribly surprising he’s had a bit of trouble raising money given his age — 20-year-olds

usually don’t have networks of wealthy people they can ask for money. But he’s a prime target for

giving, and should be a high priority for donors.
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